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TIME CRITICAL
features present

Start correcting
A and B problems

Undertake a TIME CRITICAL
transfer.

Provide alert/information call.
Continue management

en-route

Major ABCD problems.
Acute chest syndrome

No TIME CRITICAL
features present

Ascertain whether
the patient has

an individualised
treatment plan

If treatment
plan not available

Administer oxygen
Adults – aim for a target

saturation of 94–98%.
Children – high levels of

supplemental oxygen

ECG
Undertake a 12-lead ECG

in patients with chest pain
(refer to acute coronary

syndrome guideline)

Pain management
Offer ALL patients pain

relief (refer to pain
management guideline)

Fluid therapy
Dehydration may be

present (not acute fluid
loss) – If fluid resuscitation

indicated (refer to
intravascular fluid
therapy guideline)

Transfer to further care
Transfer patients to the

specialist unit where they
are usually treated.

Patients should not walk to
the ambulance as this will
exacerbate the effects of

hypoxia in the tissues

Assess ABCD

Follow treatment
plan if available

N.B. It is safer to
over-oxygenate
until a reliable

SpO2
measurement

is available

Figure 3.4 – Assessment and management algorithm for sickle cell crisis.
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