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Research Funding

• Agency funded (Time and Resources)
• Private NGO
• American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
• National Alliance on Mental Illness
• Business Foundations

• Governmental
• National Institute of Mental Health 
• Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration





Research Issues

• Concentration on fire and police

• Large urban departments studied

• Lack of understanding of EMS 

• Inferential statistics





2001-2016 Adult Crude Mortality Rates (MN)

38.17

22.04

0.33 0.66

41.33

30.99

5.44

1.09

48.28

13.53

2.25 3.47

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Accident Suicide Homicide Indeterminate

Fire Police Gen. Pop.



Responder Suicidality

Newland, Barber, Rose, & Young, 2015                                  Caulkins & Wolman, 2018

• Ideation: 37%

• Personal Attempt: 6.6%

• Ideation: 27.8%

• Planning:  12%

• Access to Means: 10.3%

• Personal Attempt:  4.5%

• Peer Attempt: 37.5%

• Peer Suicide: 34.4%

Ideation
5.6 - 13.5%

Planning
3.1 - 4%

Attempts
1.9 – 8.7%

General Population



(University of Phoenix, 2017)





Why our work matters…

Sean Shevik
February 28, 1964 – December 26, 2013

Michael Somes
February 14, 1949 – September 5, 2008

Jason Woodbury
May 12, 1976 – January 8, 2016

Kurt Parsons
May 3, 1956 – November 8, 2007James Arter, Jr.

January 23, 1988 – December 26, 2017
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